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AYXOPRIA OF PRECEDING CHAPTERA,

Fast aftar a hall atths Bitherland manslon Agatha
Webb and hor aorvant sin found dead, and Plislamon
Wabh, l?lhl 8 husband, who for sesrs has bean

amanta [‘

growin 1 i disoavarsad asleap at the din-
ner table, A trace of blood on his alesva indj-
oaten hitn & thn murdarer, Miss Page, the nisce

of the Butherland housekonper, persinta i re.
wnining about the Webh promipes, and discovers
Innd on the grasa, The money deawer s found
empty, and robbery is sddad to the mvetery, Fred
erick Hutheriant, a wayward youth, ealln b
to witneas hils detormination to e a better 1
apomises Dol Lo marey. Mise Page, by )i '™
!:ﬂn fascionted, Mins Pagn talln Froderick that shie
owed him the night of the =urder and kiew
where te had secrated a thousand dollars, She
gives him & weak to decldn whether to marry lier
or be proclaimed wa tha murderer of Agatha
Wehb, It is learned that the money was iy now
hille, and the kesper of & swall storn vrodicas
une that » llr‘!lfﬂ man  gave him Iate the
plght nf the irdar for & loaf  of  bread, A
detactive arrivis from stom  and  reports;
YHimple case. Murdarsd for monar, Find the man
with the lowing beard"' Muspicion falls upon one
of the Zabinl prothers, Frodorck visita the hollow
rr. Tone money s gone, Wattlos, & Boston gain:
1o, arrives and demanda B850 of Fradarick in pay-
ment of n gnmhiling dabl, Frederick secures s
check for the amount feon s father. The
Babel Lirothers ary und deat of staryition, Hun
of them clntoh i tha 108 of hremd, the olher a
binod atainesd knife. The Boston woAve doolnres
the myutery wolved. Dut young Awastwater naton
fahes thn company by & naw chain of svidonce
ointing to anotlier parpetratorof the terrililo crims.
;hll tims Aniabiel dn ln suspected, HNweastwatar
finita the money whees o has oot Min Page
bide 1t Miss Page in ernfrontad by thns detec:
tives and ofMcers and telln what she saw the night of
the murder. Frederick overheara the talking and
imm the gronp, and Mise Page talls just snongh so
hat & latar confesnion will implicates Fraderick If s
refuses to miarey lier. (n the fol luvini day oocurs the
funeral of Auatha Wehh, and hat night Mr,
Buthesland discovars Frederick weaping over har
ave. Unthe way home ha learns of the desth of
"hilemon, Agatha's huaband. Swectwater suspii-ts
and folinws Fredarick and (a thus discoversd by Mr.
(‘nmhprlnnaﬁ Frederiek places s packace of old letters
In Agnes Halllday'n hands and his father nesks an
explanation,  Agatha Wobhb's w)ll 18 opened anl by
rros Me. Sutherland {s mads sescytor and Fred
acle Belr of A BIOO000 palate, Swiretwalr
nethat Fradesok i ths murderer, L YT
r Sutherlan | onéamaved hin e Swe twatn- (= 1un:
willing to wive evidence, In order to keep lils
et e plane to leave homae, and, in sdepicions
nll-. pretending to by it search of an important
witpean, boards an ontgoing steamer bhonnd for
Pranl He in thrown overbosrd that night and
pleded up at dawn by & fAshing erew, whis
im 1o New Redford, Food anid ¢l
Bim, and hs earns $8 by delivering
Anaccidental chance takies Mm on
ton. The man e fnda (s Wattles, the gam A
wishes Swestmater 1o Carry & mesnags to nones oihar
than  Fradearick  Sutherland st Sotberlandtown.
Bwestwator learnie the mesmage, refuses to take (t,
and then makes his way home, arriving on the
Lul Aay of the inanest. To the surprine of all,
relderick taken thin  atand, declares  that  he
in the pon of Agaths Welds, and that she died by
herown band, and offers to_producs the proof of
Hils remarkable statement. The letters in Agnes Hal
lidar's possession are hronght to the fourtrmom and
reA ey isclone the conrtship of Agntha Wehls,

fattine
|

The latter that followed this was very short:

Dean Jasen: The package of lettars has
been recaived, God help meto bear thia
ahinck to all my hopes and the denth of all my
mirllsh ballefs, T am not angry. Only thoss
who have something left to hold to in life can
be angrr.

My father tells me that he bas received a
packar, tun. It'eontalned $5.000 In ten $500
notes. James! Jamea! was not my love snough
that you should want my father's monay, too.

1 hare begged my father and he has prom.
fsed mato keop the cnuns of this rupture secret.
No one shal koow from either of us that
James 7abal has any flaw In his nature,

Thenoxt lettor was dated some manths Inter.
It waa to Philemon:

“Dran Prrnesmos: The gloves are tod small,
Bealdea I nover wear gloves. 1 hate thelr re-
straint and do not fesl thare in any good rea-
son for hiding my handa In this little country
town, where sverybody knows ma. Why not
give them to Hattle Weller. She llkes much
things, while I have had my Nl of Nnery. A girl
whoss one duty Ia to care for & dylne tather
has not heart for vanities.

Dean Puirgmox: You will have my hand.
though I have told you that my heart does not
go with it. It'{s hard te understand sach per-
slatence, but If you are eatinfled to take a wo-
man nf my etrength against her will, then
God have mercy apon you, for I will ba your
wife.

But do pot ask me to go to Batherlandtown.
I shall live here. And do not expect to keep
up your i{ntimaoy with the Zabela. Thare Ia
no tle of affection remalning batween James
and myeell, but if T am to ahed that half Hight
ovar your home, whioh Ia all I can promise,
and all that you ean hope to recelve. then kesp
me from all influence but'yonr own,  That
this In time mny erow swest and dear to me |8
my sarnest prayer to-day, for you are worthy
of a trus wile. - AGATTIA

Dran Jouax: I am going to ba married. My
father exncta [t, nnd there !s no good reason
why I should not glve him this Anal satisfac-
tlon. At least 1 Jo not think there ls, but If
you or your brother differ from me—

8ay good-Ly to James from me. I pray that
his life may be penceful, I kmow that It will
ba honest, AGATIIA,

Dean Pmiremox: My father (s worna, He
fears that If we walt till Tuersday he will not
ba uble to ses us married. Daclde. ther, what
sour duty s, [ am ready to abide br your
vleasurs. AGATHA,

The following 18 from John 7nbtel to his
brother James, and In dated one fny nfter the
above:

Drar James—When you rend this | wil he |

far away, never to look in your fnce neain un-
less you bid me. Drother, hrother, | meant
it for the best. but Giod was not with me, nnd
I have mads four hemcts miserable without
glving belp to ooy one.

Wheo I read Agnthn's letter—tha last, for
more reasons thao one, that 1 shall sver re-
eeive from her—1 seameid to fesl as never he-
fore what I had done to hlast vour two lives.
For the first time I reallzed to the full that hut
for me she might have been hnopy and you
the reapected husband o! the one grand wo-
man to he found in Portohester. That 1 had
loved hor so Mercely mysalf camwe back to me
in reproach, and the thought that she perhaps
surpected that the blame had follen whers It
wns not desarved aroused me to auch a plteh
that I took the sudden and deaperate resolu-
tion of telllng her the truth befors sha gave
her hand to Philemon, and never pauned till
I reached Mr. Giichrist's house and was
ushared Into his presenocs,

He was lylng on the sittlng room loungs,
lookine wery weak andexhausted, whila on
one slds of him stood Agatha and on the otlier
FPhilemon, both contemplating him with |]-
econcealsd nnxisty. | had pot sxpected to find
Fillemon there and for a moment 1 wuffered
the extremé agony of A man

looking st me, and that was Amaths. The
others had thelr heads turned asldo and T
thoughtlor rather the passing fancy took
me, that .they shrank from mesting her
gaze with something of the sams shams and
drend I was myself suffering from. But ane!
Can 1 ever hope to make you reallzs her look
or comprehani the pang of utier sell-abrse-
ment with which 1 succumbed before It It
was #0 terrible that | seemed to hear her ut-
ter words, though T.am rure she d1d tnot speak,
and with some wild ldea of stemming the tor-
rent of her reproachies*l made an eMort at vx-
planation and Impetuously erfed: It was not
for my awn good, Agaths, not altogether for
aelf 1 did this. 1 lovea you also madly, de-
spalringly, and good brother as [ seemed. 1
wan jenlous of Jamen und hoped tn tuke his
place In vour regard if | voutd show a grenter
[-rr-swrlw and obtaln for you those things his
Imited prospects denled  Bim, You enjor
momn ey, l-nnurr. anse; | could wes that by your
letiers, and If James could not give them to
you and [ rould——  Oh, do not look at e like
that. 1 aec now that milllons coula aot have
ranght you.*'

Despicnble!" was all that eame from her
lpe.at which I shuddersd and groped about for
the handle of the door,  But she would not let
:‘u ®o. Bubdulng with gramd self-resteaint
the smotlons which had hitherto swelled too
lilgh im her bronst for sither speesh or notlon,
she thrust out one arm to stay me and sald in
short, commanding tones: “llow wns this
thing done? Yoa say you took the money ; yet
t wos Jnmes who was sent to pollect (t, or so
my father snvs” Here she tors her looks
from me and cast one“glunce at her father.
What slis saw | cannot sny, but her manner
ohnowed, and hepeslforth she wlanosd his way
s much as mine and withinenrly as much emo-
tion,  “l.am waltiig to heariehat you have,to
sny." she exclalined, laylae her hnnd on the
0or, 80 as to lsnve me no opportunity for
1 bowed and attemopted an expiana-
atha,' safdZll, "the commisalon was
given to James and he rode tc Butheriandtown
to parform It, but it wan on the day whoep he
WAS nccustomed to write 1o fml and he.wia
not easy In hie mind, for h? anred he would
miss randing you his naual letter,”

And than 1 told tho story you know ao wall,
how I took the money and how after Mr, (ifl-
christ had acoused vou of the theft you found
out my gulity secrat ani tolil me that you had
thken my orline on yoursel! and how after-
wiird my virtue was not equnl to assuming

cthe responslbllity for my erime,

I bruised and curse their [uther as’'

who has not |

measured the depth of the plunge he I nbinut 1
tn take, bat the alght of Agathn trembling '

under the shock of my unexpeoted pressnce
costored me to myself and gave ma Nrinoess to
proceed, Advancing with a bow, | spoke
qulek!y the one word I had come there to any,
“Agatha I have dons you a great weong, and
T am hera to undo It. For ‘months 1 have folt
driven te confeasion, hut not il to-day have 1
poassssed the necessary courags, “ow noth-
inn ahall hinder me " 1 sald this becnuse |
saw In both Mr. (Hlehrist and Philemen o dis-
pasition to stop me whern | was, Indeed, Mr
Gllohrlst had risen on his elhow and F'hile-
moan was mnking that pleailing @esture of hin
which we know 20 well.  Agetha nlons lboked
eager. "What s [t she erled. *'I have a
right to know." 1 went to the doar, shot (¢
and stood with my back mealnst it o Ngure of
ahewe and deaynir. Buddeply the confausion
burst from me.  “Agatha, ' sald 1, “why did
you break with my braothier Jnmes”  lHecnise
you thought him gullty of theft; becauss you
bellaved he took the £5000 out of the sum li-
trustad to him by Mr, Orr for your father?
Agatha, It was not Jamss who aid tnis, It was
1. and Jumas knew it and hara the blams of
my misdologs because ha wnn n'ways a loval
aaul and took aceount of my wenkness and
knew, alas, too well that apan shems would
kill me."

It wasa & weak plen and meritpd no reply,
but the ailenoce was so dreadful and lusted so
lona that I felt fAirat erunhed and than terrei-
fled. Ralalog my head, for I hind ool dared to
look any of them in the face, I oast ono glance
ot the group before me and druoped my head

John,” she spid—she was under violent re-
BIE:-lu!‘ “why do ¥ou come now?'

cust my oyes at Ulilemon,  de was atond-
Ini Just ns vefore with his eyes turned away,
I'hera was disconragement in his attitude,
mingled with a certaln ﬂrnml patlence. o-
inie that ha was bettariabile to bear her loas
thnn elther James or mysell, T sald to her
very low: “'I thought yon ought to know the
truth Lsfore you wave your final word, [ um
Inte, ot I wouldl have Leen too Inte n waak
from now,"

Her hand fell from the door. but her eyes
remnined Axed on my {nce,

It Is too lnte now."” she murmnred, *“Tha
clergymnn has just gone who united me to
Philemon.

The next minute sha had fnoad her father
and her new-mnde hushnnd,

Fiither, you knew this thing!" _ Keen,
ghart, inclslve the words rang o, T saw |t
In vour fave when lie bhogan to spenk.

Mr. Gilehrist drooved nli'fhllr: ha was a
very slck man and the seane had been s trying

one,

1L ALl was his low response, it was hut
Intoly. Yoo ware engaced then to Philemon.
Why brenk up this sacond mateh?"

Bhe evad him as if she found it diMeult to
ceedit hor ears, Such indifference to the
clutms of [nnocence was lucredible to her, I
saw her grand troflleZguiver, then the slow
eibing from her cheek of every drop of blood
Inlenntion hind summoned there,

And vou, Philempn?” she sugzested, with
a anmewhat softened nspect, “vou commilted
this wrong lenorantly, never having heard of
this erlme: von sould not know on what falas
grounds 1 had been soparated from James ™

I hud started to osonpe, but stopped juat be-
vond the thireshold of the door as she utterad
these words,  'hilemon wos not as ignorant
ns she supnposed. This was avident from his
attitiie and axpression,

“Agatha,” he began, but at this frs: word,
and before he could elnsp the hands held help-
leasly out befors har, -he;are'n RTeat ory,
and. staggering baok, eved hoth her father
il Wlrmsed! In a frangy of [ndlgnatlon that was
all the more vucontrollable trom the superhn.
man affort which she had hlthnrm.'.mmlt. to
suppreas it. “"You, too'" ahe shrieked. "“You
too! und 1 have just sworn to love, honor and
obey you! Love vou! Hener you! the un-
econaclouable wrateh who'' —-

But here Mr. Gilehrist rose, wenk, tottering.
auivering with something more thun anger;
be apvroached hin daughter and Inid his tin.
Zer oo her llps

“He quiet!”
blame, A month ago he cames to ree me nn
prayed that, as o rollel te his mind, 1T would
tell him why you had separated yourself from
Jnmes, He had alwavs thought the match
hed fallen through on aceount of some foolls
qunrrel or incompatability, but lately he h
tenred there wons something immore than he nuf—
pected In this brenk. sowethineg that e aliould
kpnow. Bo 1 told him why rou had dismissed
dnmnes, and whether he knew James better
than we did, or wheth=r he hal seen some-
thing In s lope wequalntance with thess
Lirothers which  influencad his judgment. ha
said at onee, “This cannot be true of Jomes,
It Is not In his nuture to dofraud any man, but
John ight beileve §t of John,  Iso't
thers some comoplieation nere® 1 had never
thought of John, aud did not ses how John
could Fe mixed up with an aair 1 had sup-
moseil o be nowecret hetween James and my-
wolf, but when FPhilemtin lald the matter be-
tore Jumen he Jdid oot deny that John was
wurlty, but asked that you he uot told befors
vour marriage. he knoew that you wers en-
pnwed 1o u gocd mon, n map that vour fnther
nuproved, a pan that could and would mnke
you haopy.  He did not want to ba the meaus
of usecond brenk, nnd hesides, und this, 1
thiuk. was at the bottom of the stand he took,
tur James Zinhel was always *he proadest man
I ever kuew, he never coulid bear. he sald,
to glve to ane like Agatho h npme not sutiraly
frive from repronch. It would wtand in the
wiuy of his hoppiness and ultimnately of hers;
liim birothier's disbonor was his.  No, while he
loved vou stili, his only praver was thut nfter
yoi were safely marcisd and Philemon was
sure of your affecton, he should tell you that
the mun you cnee regarded no favorably was
not unwortny of that regard, ‘1I'o obey him
Philomon han et alient, whille [—Asnthn,
whiat ure soudning?  Are you mad, my child?"’

She looked o [or the moment.  Tearing off
the ring ahe hiwl worn but wo heur, she flung
iton the loor,  Then che threw har arms high
lu't over her hend nod burst ent o an awful
o

“Unrsns an the fasher! eurses on the hus-

s sald, “Philemon isnol to

lundiwhio hove eombined th make me rue the |

day 1 was born! The falher [ eoanat disuwn,
I«mllho liabhand"—
il

It wis M. Gilehrist who dared her flery an-
. Philemon sald nothing,
“Hush! He may bo the father of your
children, Don't curse

tut she ouly towerad the hicher and her
Ponuty from  heing slniply muojestic. herame
uwopnliineg, “Children!” she corled; “If ever [
benr ehildren to this man, muy the Llight of
heaven strike them ns it has struck me this
diav, May they die as iy hopes have died, or
It they llve may they briine his heart as mine

ere [ flad the housa, T wis shaking as {f

this awtul denuncintion had tallen on my own
hand.  But hefore the door slosed behind me
o diffezent cry ealled me back. Mr Gilehrist
wis 1ving Liteloss on *he floor and Philemon,
the patlent, tandsr Philemon, had taken
Aantha to his brenst snd was snothing her
there ns If the words she hnd showered uyon
hilin. hod been blessiues in<lend of the most
fearful ourses whioh had ever left the lips of
mortal woman

The next letter was In Agathn's handwrit-

Ing. It wuas dated sothe moaths later and
wns stalusd and  crumpled more than any
others 1 the whols packet.  Could 'bilemon

ouce hinve told whv? Weare these blotred Hnes
the result of his tears alling fast upon them,
tears of forty years ago, whan he nnd she were
young and love hod been deubtful? Was the
shevt &0 yeilowed and ao seamed beonuse it
had been wirn on his beaast nnd folded apd
unfolided so often?  Philemon, thou art in thy
giave, seenhig sweatly ol lnst Ly the sile of
the one jdolized, but these morss of feeling
wtill remnln indlssaliubly connected with the
words that gave them birth

You are gone for n dny
it Seeme a lﬂ:utl‘.{ml
ail

DEar Painemon:
and o ulght only, but
nbsenes to e, meriting o little letter,

| haoe bean o @od Lo sie, Philemon, sver siore

| that drendiul hour ollowing our marrisnge, T |

fon) that 1 um Leginning to love you ind that
Gl alil nior dwind with mie <0 harshly when he
onst me knto your nrms
tell vour thie, when vou aliiost Klssed me at
vartine, but I was nfradd it was o momaentary
eentimentality and 80 Kepl still. But to-day
with W warm we I8} ring of oy rises in my
heart when I think that toaporrow the house

will bs biright seain, and that, in plase of the |

ety will opposite me, ol tubla 1 shall =e0
sour Kindly and forbearing fwee, [ know that
thie heart [ lind thought Imporegnablo has be-
gun to ylelil and that daily gentiensss and n
Loundless ecnsideration feom one who had
exsrusa for bittar thoughts amd reerlminnation,
[« doing whut oll of us thought imiessille o
ow short montha nen.

O, 1 oame wo hnppy, Phillemon, ao havpy to
love whers it {s now my duty tolove, aod i ir
wore not [or that dreadtul smory of o fnther
dving with hareh words in his ears, and the

knowiedge that yoiu,"my husband, yet notimy | |

hiustvand. are hearing ever uhout with son,
echoes of words that in snother natire woulil
pave turood tapderness into wnll, couliy e
merry'nlio nod sing os 1 2o about the houso,
mnking It vomfortabls and picpsant ngalnst
sour speedy return. As dt s, | ean bur lay
mv _hand softly on my heart as its heatings
grow too impoatuous and say, “'Cioil hless myv
abseat ' hilemon.and help him to forglve me. |
lurﬁlu him aod love him aa | never thought 1
epuld.*

That vrou mar ses thal thess are not the
weak outpouriogs of & lonely womans, 1 will

4 | bear. ton. Ap awful sooret burden l'ke my

Yostardoy @ tried to |

rn 1 heard to-day that nad
.l-“'lﬁll&‘ ve :oull L mn%:uﬂrirlﬁt::
ullin ‘s
lﬁb?oil gmu ﬁ;‘ol Ehwml o’xu-.
F) o v més, they .
o nl?‘anmuranou. Is rrledlr.’nhnrtu wt.l‘fu
full of business, n{:d this relieves me from too
la Nﬂ’ard (1]
knew what kind of & husband [ nesded, May
you fnd yoursslt equally blessad In Your wife.
Another letter to ‘l" ilomon n year Inter:
Deav Pritkmox: Hasten howe, Plillemon.
I do not like these absences. [ am just now
too woak apd fearful. Hines we knew the
great hove bafors us I have looked often In |

your fpes for a alen thu® you remembered | 1)

whant this hope cannot bnt recall to my shud-
dering memory. Philemon, Phllemon, was |
mudf  Whon [ think what I said In my rage
nnd then feel the little lite stirring about my
heart, 1 wonder thiat God did not strike me
dend rathar than bestow upon me the ereatest
bleanlne that can cpme to woman, hilemnn,

Philemon, If anythines shoulil tmtmn the |
elilhd | {;think of It by dav, I think of It hy |
night, know you think of It too, though

you show me such a chearful eountenance and
mnke such great plaus for the Tuture, Wil
Goa ramemboer my worde or will he forget?
It seema os I my renson hung uoan this ques-

tion.
A note this time In answar to ons from John

“DrAn Joun: Thauk youfor words which
could have come.rom nobody else. My child
H_ dead. Could | sxpect anything different?

Wo undar-

I did, Giod has rebuked me,

Phllemon thinks onl of me,
atand such other parfectly now that our great-
eat pufTering comes 'n seeing ench other's
padn, My doad T ean benar, but his-—  Come

and see me, John, aod tell Jnmes our house is

open to him. We hava all done wrong, and
nre caught in one web of misfortune, lat It
nka un friends ogulo,

Helow this, in 1'hilemon’s hand:

"My wile is supsrstitious, Btrong and capa-
bln as ahe Is, ahe has felt that this sudden
taking off of our frst-born (s n slgn that osr-
taln words uttered by her on her marriage
day, uphapoplly known to you, and, as I tnke it,
to James alwo, have been remembercd Ly the
rlﬁ‘mmul Giod above us. Thin Is & weaknens
which [ eannot eombat. Cen you, who nlons
of ull the world beside know both It and its
oauss, help me by a renewed [rienashiv,
whaose cheerful and oatural charactar may
gradunlly makes her forget. 1f Ko, come, ks old
nelghbors. and dine with us on our wedding
day, If (iwod sees that we have hurled the
pnat, and are ready to forgive sach othor the
faults of our yvouth, perhaps ho will further
aonre this good woman. think ahe will bs
able to benr 1t. She hias great strepeth, ex-
copt whara n little child is concorned.  That
wlone can hancelorth stir the deepest racesses
of her heart.”

Afler this a gap of years, One, two, three,
tour, flve ohiliiren were lald away to rest in
FPortohester churchvard, then 'hilemon and
ahe enme to Butherinadtown, but not til after
A certuln event had oceurrad, best made
known by this last lottar to Philemon :

Deankst Hurnasp—0Our babe e horn, our
aizth aod our dearest, and the reprosch of lts
flrat look had to be et Ly me alone (), why
did 1 leuve you and come to this @reat Boston,
whnare 1 have no friends bhut Mra. Sutherlnngd?
IHA T think 1 could brenk the spell of fate or
FProvidencs by giviug virth to my last daring
among strangers®

1 shall hove to do something mors than
thut It 1T would save this ohild to our old agey.
It is borne in upon mo like fate that never will
o ehlld prosper st my breast or survive the
claap of my arms. 11t is to Hyve [t must be
renred by othars, Some woman who hoas not
brought down the cursa of nenven upen her
by her awn blasphemies, must nourish the
tender frome and receive the Llessing of ita
growing Inve, Nelther | nor you can _hupe to
see recopnition In our bate's eye, Belore it
ean turn ubon ue with love, it will slose In
Inat #locn und wa will w laft desointe,
shall we do, then, with this little son? To
whoas gunrdianship can wa Intrust it? Do
vou know o wan good enough or o womun suf-
ficlently tender: I do mot. bt If God wills
that our little Frederiek ehould lve, he will
raiss up some ons by the pang of possille sap-
pration already tesrlug my hanrt: 1 Lallave
that he will raise up some one.

Meunwhile I Jdo not dare to kiss the ohlid
lest I should blight it. He s so eturdy, Phile-
mon, #0 differant from all the other five

1 open thinto add that Mre, Sutherland has
ust been o with her five. weaks' old Infant

lis father is away too, and has not vet seen
his boy: and this Is their Nrst alter ten years'
of mnrringe.

The next lotter opens with a ery:

Phllemon! Come to e, Phileman! 1 have
done what I threatened, 1 have mada the sao-
riflee, Cur ehild I8 no loneer ours and now
wrhops he may lve,  But, oh, my breaking
Fu‘nrl. my empty arme.  Helt mo to ear my
desaliution, for I]t is for life. We will neyver
have nnother chifld, Apd where (& 1t? Al that
Is the wonder of it.  Near you, Phileman, vet
pot toow naur,  Mra, Sutherland has 1t and you
mav have sean (te littie face throueh the ear
window If you were In the station lnst nlght |
when the expreas passed through to Suther
Ah, but ahe has her hurden to

Its
at

landtoen,

own, only she will lu}\'e the enild—tor 1I'hile-
mon, she hns taken it ln lisu of her own which
died Inst pleht In my sight, And Mr. Suth
erfand does not know.whnt she has done, and
peaver will, It you keep the secret as | shall,
for the snke of the life our little innocent has
thos won.

Whut do T mean and how was it all? Phii- |
emon, itiwas God's work, all but the Jeception,
nnd that is for the good of all, nod to save four
broken henrta, Listen: Yesterday, opnly vestap- |
day—it seems a month weo~=Mra, Sutherinndg
enmencnin tosss me with her baby in hernomn,
The Laby was looking well and she wos the
happlest of women, for the one wish of her
heart lind been fultilled, and she was soon go-
Ing to have the bliss of showine the ehilld to hils
father. My own babe wis on the bed nsisen,
and I, who am feeling wonderfully strong. was
sitting up in a little chair ws for awsy from
him os ;]\nwll-la. nat out of hateed or indiTer- |
ence. Oh, no, but heeause ha wesmed (o rest
bettar when Iafy entirely by himaelf and not
dander the hungry 100k of iy eyves,  Mrs. Suth-
erland went over to look at It. “Oh, ne |s falr,
like my naby.” she sid. “sod almost ne stur-
dv, thougl ming is o month older,” nd she
steopadidown and Kiswed hin. Philemon, he |
smitad for her, though hie never had for me.
raw it with n gresdy longing that nimost made
me ory out, Then I turned to her, and we
tilked. Of whar? 1 cannot remember now
At liyme wa hal naver Leen intimate friends,
She (s from Butherlandtown, and T am fron,
Fortehestor, and the distance of nine miles Is
enough to estranve people at here, earh
with & husband absent, aud a darilng infant
sloeping under her eves, Interests wa hnia
nevar thaught identical drew us to each nther,
and we chatted with ever-inereusing pleasure
Huldenly Mrs, Kuthariand jumped up in ter-
rible fright. The infant she hnd been rock- |
Ine on her bireast was blue, the pext minute it |
shuddered, the next it lay In her arms deul.

I liear the shriek ver with which she fell
with [t stiil in her arins to the Hloor.  Fortu-
nataly, no uthers' aars wersa open to hey ory.
I alone saw her misery 1 nlone henrd her
tuls, The ehild hnd besn poteoned, Philemon,
poisoned by her.  She had mistaken u cup of
medicina for a oup of water and had given the
vhildd o few drops In a spoon just hefore set-
ting out from her hotel,  She nad not Kuown
4t the time what sho had done, but now shas |
remembeared that the fatal cup was just like
the other and that the two stood very near to-
gother,  Uh, her innocent child, and oh, her
husband! It meamed sy 1! the latter thought
woulil drive her will,  “He has ao wished for
a ehlld,” sl mosned, “Wa have bhesn mar-
rled ten years dnd this baby seamed to have |
been gent from hensen, He will curse me, hp
will hate me, he will pover La able after this to
benr me In his sfeht"” This was not trus of
Mr. Sutherland, Lut it wis useless to wrius
wnith her,  Instend of attemuting It T took an-
other way to stop her ravings  Lilting the
child out of her hinde, 1 Iirst listened ot its
henrt and than Nodiog it wias really dead— [
have seen too many Ifeless chilldren not to
know- | Legan slowly to undress It “Whit
are vou doing !’ she erled.  “Mrs. Wabb! My,
Wehh! What are you dolng?' For reply 1
wointed to the bed where two little arms
coulil be seen feebly fluttering. "You shall
have my ohild,” | whisiered. "1 hinve ear-
risd oo mauvy habies ta the tomb to dare risk
bringlng ap another.”  And eatehing her poor
whnilering anirle with my sve, 1 held her whilo
I told har my story. Phileman. 1 saved that
woman, DBefora 1 had Aolshed speaking
saw the reason return to her eye and the dawn-
Ing of n pltitul hope in here passiop-drawn faoes,
Khe Jroked at the enild fn my arms, and then
she lonked at the ane In the bed, snd  the
long-drawn aigh with which sahe tlanlly bent
doan and wept pver cur dorling told mie that
my cuuse won, ‘I'ne rest wan casy.  When the
elotlies of the *wo children hiil hesn ax-
chanued, ahg took our baby o her arme and
prepared to  lenve,  Thyn | atopped her,
“Swenr,” 1 eried, holding her by the arm and
Hiting my othar hand to heaven, “swear, you
wiil hban maotherto this oehild!  Nwenr you will
love It ua lr-mr own wud rewr it In the path of
truth and righteousness!” The convulsive
clasp with which she drew the baby o her
Lirenast tolit me more plainly than her shuddar.
inkg I swear)” that her heart hod  slrendy
opensd to it 1 dropped her arm and eoverad
my foes with my hands, 1 oould not see my
dueling go it was worss than death, "0 God
wiave him," T wroaped, "God make hinoan hons
o' biut here she cpuight me by the arm;
her eluteh wun (eenzled, her teeth wars ohnt.
fering.  “Rwenr o your turm,” she gasped,
“swonr that If Ldon mother's duty b this hov |
that you will Keep my sacesl atd uover, never
reves]l to my huasbitul, to the Loy or ta the
world thar you hive suy clalms uson bl

1t was like tearing the haart from my hreaat
with my own banaw, but | swooe, Philemon
nnd «hiw in her turn dreaw back,  But sudden'y
she faved mie agaln, terrorand doulit g all her

wiks,  “hyour hushand.” ahe whinpered, “Can
your heeap sueh o seoret from him” You will
Lireathm 1t in your dreama " 1 shindl tell him,”
anewersed. Tell him!™ ‘The halr sesied
to rine on her head nand shie shook ae that |
fenred] she wonld dropthe babe  “"He cnreful,”
I erted, *“Sese, yon frighten the bale My
hushand hns bt one heart with me.  What |
do ne will sulweriba to, Do pot fear Phile-
mon," 8o 1 promised in_yvour name, Gl
ually she grow calimer. When | saw sho waa
steady ngain, | motloned her to @0, even my
mare thap mortnl strength was falling and
the baby-—FPhilsmon, | have never kisaad |t
and T did nor kiss {t then. I heard har foat
draw slowiy toward the door, I heard har hand
fall oo the koob, heard it turn-uttered one

| the room and

| oovasion,

e S —
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‘hey found me*nn hour after
ﬁn%?‘ Inor eluofu the d?ox n}:ﬂ!

II' war in a 3m

n »| ith the ohild, as perhaps

and that ita 1ittle Jife we‘pl out during mg In.
nennibllity., OF (ts little fontures, |lke and yet
iinlike oug boy's, no one seeama to take head,
The nu who cared for It Is gone, and who

alne would know that littis face but me, They
are very sgoosd to me, and are full of self-re.
oroaohes for leaving me so long in mv part of
the bulldiog nlone,  Hut thoogh they wateh
ma now, [ have contrived to write thin letter,
which you will get with tha onn talllug of the
baby's death and my own dangerous eondi-

an.
Undor It thesa: worda: “Though bidden te
fdestroy thin 1 hnve nevar dnroﬂ to do so, Home
day It may be of Inestimable value to us or to
our boy, Pirnemony Wenn,™'

This wan the Inat Istter found lo the packet
An it was Inid down sobs wars heard all over
Frederick, who for some time
now hml been alttine with his head In his
hnods, venturod to look up and sav;

“Do yvou wonder that | endeavored to kee
this seerot, boueht at such a price and seal
Liy the death of her 1 thought my mother and
of her who resliy was? Gentlemen, Mr, Suth-
eriand renlly loved his wils and honored her
memory. To tell him. us I shatl hove to with.
In the hour, that the ehilkl she slaced In his
armp. twonty-five yanrs ago, was an alion and
thatallghis love, his care, his dissvpolntment
and his sufferings have beon Iavished on the
won of a aslghbor, rml Iren &reatsr courage
than to face doubt on the [aces of my fellow
townamen, or anvthing, In short, but absolute
arrolgnment on the charge of murder. Henece
my sllanes, henos my indecision, till this wo-
man_ hore” —he pointed a scornful fAncer at
Amabel now shrinkivg In her ehalr="drove
me to it by eroretly threatening me with a
testimony, which would have made ms the
murdersar of my mother and the lasting din-
graes of n good man who alone has been with-
out blame trom the beginning to tho end of
this desperate nfTalr. She woas about to speak

when I forestalled her,”
That afterncon, hefors the Lﬁrmnt broka
| It wan:
sted upon

up, the jury brought (o thelr va
"Duti: by ineans of & wound in

herself In n moment ¢f terror and misappre-

henslon.”

Tt was all his tellow townsmen oould do for
Frederick,
To be vontinusd.

MADAGASCAR'S IRON RULER,

Return to Franos of the Man Who Made a
Queen Stand in Hiz Presence.

One of the most Interesting and foresfal men
of France hias just returned to hignative land for
reat and recuperation after nome years of very
arduous and responsible service. He Is Gen.
Galllenl, who went to Madagascar (o the fall of
18841 to take charge of the country after the
groat island had been betrayad by tha cow-
ardice and Incapaeity of the Hovas into the
hunids of the French with scarealy a deop of
bloodahed by the natives for thelr Quesn
and Independence. When Galllenl reached
the capital he was proclaimed as Reoai-
dent General, but [t wns not long before
ho signed himanll trovernor-Goneral of Mada-
gascar, and from that day to this ho has rulad
the (sland with a rod of {ron. Thara Is no
doubit who is the rualer, from end to end, of
the fourth Iargest island in the world. Itls
Galllsnl, France has simply ratifiad his poliey
and his deeds. Ile has been the torror of all
who raised their foebla bands or volees in op-
position tothe new régime. Ho Is noolaimed
to«day by all the reat of Madagasenr, and that
im practically the whole of the (sland,

The chatactar of the man (s indioated by his
officinl Intercourses nnd mesting with the Quasn
of Madagascar. He had arrived In the country
Just nbout o year after the Franch army an-
tered thecapital. After that time things had
gone at alxes und sevens and an insurrection-
aty spirit and then rovolt had made great
hendway among thoe Hovas. On Fab. 24, 1807,
lim worit word to the Queen that the Hesident
tronoenl desired to weo her at a oertain hour on
the following day at his ofMcee. He belleved
that the men who were fomenting rebellion
woers making & toal of the govereign sand he
hmll W most important announcemeot to moake
tr "

't:'mn\-.‘nnnu ITI. returned answer that thes

ueon of Madagaspar gave audiences only at
the pnlace, whero she would recsive the Hesl-
dont General  Inan hour she recelved a por-
i ptury order from Gen. Galllenl to appear at
his office at the appointed time, and when the
time came sho was thers, As she sntersd tho
rooin Galliend arose

“Madaiie " he sald, ** ue [ amthes raprossnta-
tive hiope of the powar and dignity of the Franch
rapublio, whose colony Madagascear {s, It |8 At-
ting that you remain standing to hear the mes-
wage 1 have for vou,”

Gien. Galllond then resumed his seat, and the
Queen, for tha first tims in her life standing on
an oflleian! oveasion, lstensd to the fatefu
words that nbollshed foravar the throne o
Micdnasenr. The Resldent Goneral told her
of lils proofs thut she was in secrst alllancs
with the trattors whp ware plotting 1o over-

| throw the power of France, and for this she

win from that hour deposed from the throne
urnd woull be exilad feom the (sland.

The poor Quesn  bore the ordeal hravely,
shiowing then, ns sha had shown befors, that
ulie 1.:.-!' cotithge and staminn, qualities that
were lneking in her pusillatimons counsellors,
whio had bonstod 8o Toudly of thelr prowenss
und Anvipeibility before the French  army

Fonme, only to fiee from the capitinl as fast as
D their lega conld earry them when the erucial

moement came, leaving the Queet to the marey
uf the victors, Shissimply nskod Gen. Gulllend
thnt ghe might be permitted to live on the
Isinnd of Héstnion, and hoe granted her request,
The next day she went to her futurs home

In the procinmation whicle Gen, Gaillenl
issuad 1o the prople nn the evening of his jnter-
view with the Queen, he told theo of ber down -
Il Hovalty has become useless in Imering,”
he sald. " For Ave months ¥ou hinve seen e nt
work. I have ehown you the meaning of the
words: " Mudngesear i 'ronch colony.! They
signify that henesforth Franes is the sole soy-
erolgn in Madognsesr, nnd that sha does not
Intend toshare this sovercignty with any ono.
Frayvo s the sole mistress in this kland. To
the Malngasy who labor in peacn and are fajth-
fill and obadient subyeetn of France, I shall
never eohse to g1ve proofs of my good will. To
the others, to the rebels, the mutinous, of
whatever rank, T shudl untiringly mete out the
severest chnstisewment, nnd our soldlera will
hunt them down to thelr luirs, 1 have done,
Heod my words, You know that what 1say,
thot will 1 do™

He has kept his word {n all responts to the
letter. His time has been o terror to all who
sought, by refuge in the forssts or In othier
wiys, to eseape alloglanes to Freancee, He hns
ruledd the Hovis justly, but with noroil of fron,
Somae of his acts have mnde him extromely
popular among theother tribes.  Ho nbolishod
wluvery, and declnred that  heneeforth the
sluves wors the aguala of their former mosters,
“You Botslleos,” ho sald to the peovle of thia
telbn whet he visited thelr eountey and 40,0000
of them guthersid 1o hoar his words, " have
seon that if Franee in strong. sho (s generous
and kind Tn her subyects, Hearcely s year ago
im" pmu- A furnished numerous slaves to the

ovis, Rakalavns and other tribes,  Thess
sluves have boan freed and returned to thelr
familien, who thought them lost forever,
Everywhere on my journey | have beon sur-
rounded Ly them, pressing round me to ex-
prova thelr gratitade

Thera ia no doubt that Gallien! has done
wonders, and, as n whole, the people of Muadn-

asenr adors him, even the Hovas, though he
s treated many of thelr leaders with inuch
woverity. 1% aoldlera have boen among his
missionnries. He sent them out among the
people whoss homes wers ruined In the revolt
iwnyd mads them halp rabulld thelr houses, and
teach French tothe natives. His taxation ays-
tem weighs equally upon all, and this has
mnde him more popuinr than anything alas,
for the formear tax extortions hore very honvily
upon the paoble. He hos sgtablished num-
erous sehools, and the French Jangunge ls ths
first thing they must teach. Farly and late he
inaists thut the peopla must learn wnoh.
"You are nlways Hetslleos,” he said on ona
bt you are also French and you
st jearn the Froneh Inngunge and dress in
clathes of Freneh maoterinls  of world-wida
renown for their quality.” and with all his
Inws and his severe luterfersnes In nvnrylhlui
thit in the slhightest opposas the poliey nne
purposes of Frunee, ho |eta the poople alect
their own chiefa and they havon large meas-
tre of sell-government, and ara fren to sxer-
cies thelr own religlon,

Franes and Ilc-l'ruu;v and the gaod of the na-
tives are the insplention of Gallleni’™s acts, nmd
thers ars some disoriminations ngainst which
the representatives of fornign nationshave eom-

dafned. But the Governor-tisneral I8 6 most
aithtul vromaoter of his sonntry's interasts,
and there are few pdministrators of ecolonies
in any part of the world who have the genius
for that business which Gallisnl has shown in
his government of Madagasear.

HATRY BSEAL (ATCHES LARGE

Une of Thelr Skins Now Reing Made In the
HBoot and shoe Trade.

Querec, May M1 - 80 Iarge has been the eateh

of aeals off thio enanta of Newfoundiand and in
the Gulf of St Lawrencos this season that the
prive for them Is lower than it aver was hefore
Thess skins come, of course, from what |s
known as the hairy seal  aast year n well-
knawn boot and shoe manufacturing flrm of
Massachusetts made an attempt to utllize
these skins v its business, and suroeeded
wo well that it is reponting the experimsnt
this season.  There (s helloved to be every
prospect of sonlskine coming into general
ur i the extensive boot and shoe trade of
Moew England., The work to which the skina
are being adaptod s, a0 far, inside work, for
which h ll‘lr-rt-- kangaroo skins have bheen am -
ployed.  Thedesiraof the manulacturers to re-
place thess by sealakins |8 due to the extra
cost of the Kangaroo akins, owing to the heavy
frelght charged upon them from Awstralia

%M

Elnln. startled. Omly one>of the three was

PLANTATION PAGEANTS,

BUATER JOERN ARES HODO.

Copwriohl, 1899, by Jool Chandler Harris,

Now the lucky chance which gave Buster
John an ovvortunity to ses the fox hunt was
both cutlous and Ioteresting. The date was
fixed ubon, and the ohllidren's ceandlather in-
vited the hunsers to spend the night with him,
80 as to have an early start the next morning.

} ﬁ:lk“h'lﬁlrbrn dircussed, Joo Maxwell sailed

8o one Friday aftarmoon—the hunt was to take |

place on Baturday—the hunters began to ar-
rive. pome slngly and some in couples, until
all had arrived except young Maxwaell and his
hounad Hodo, Mr, Kllpatrick came, bringing
Musio and Whalebone and Tip, with others
Mr, Collingsworth brought Fanny and Hocket
and Bartow, with their chorus: and Mr. Den-
nis brought Rowao und Ituth and Top and
Flirt. Thers wars other huntera witn thelr
dows, and one or two gentlemen who had nu
doge, but who wanted to see the sport.

Buot these hunters. their frlends and their
dogs were not the ones Buster John wanted 1o
ser. Bo he continued to watch the big gate
at the head of the mvenus. Hwestest Susan
watched with him. Drusilis belng busy help-
Ing thelr mother, who, as & good housekerpar,
looked after hisr dining room and wns not
afrald to go inte the kitchen. Huster John
was anxious lest young Maxwall would fall to
come, and sald so many times. He had onos
heard his grandfather reading someathing that
Maxwell had written in the county paper,
and he had also heard the negroes talking
about the young man, how olever and kind he
wns. And then hie horse Butterfly and hia
hound Hodo. What wonderful tales old Foun-
tain and Johony Bapter had toldiabout thess
animals!

But when the sunZwas about an hour hleh,
and just ne Buster John,hud giren up all hops,
be saw the ble gate swing open. A large dog
came through, and after him & rider on a sor-
rel horse, Withnutlallghting=from his horse
the rider pulled the gate to, and, leaning down
untll Buster John could see nothing hut ane
of his feet pressing:against the saddle, fas-
tenad the oatch. Buster John had never seen
the gate opened and shut in this fashion be-
fore, for the latch had been purpossly Axed
low #o that] ths |ittls negroes could open the
unte for vehicles molng out ard comins In,
The doe walted with much dignity for the
gate to be shut, and then oame troiting along
the avenue, close at the heels of the canteriog
horas,

“That's him,"” erled Buster John, olapping
hin hacds. How often had Johnny Bapter and
old Fountain described the horse and rider,
" Pale littla feller; look llke he 'bout twelve
yoar ol'. Raney sorrel horse, wid long mane,
and & tall dat drag de groun'." The tail was
tied up, owlng to the muddy roads, but the
wane was looss and gave the horse a very at-
tractive and ploturesyus appearance,

Poth Buster John and Bwestest Busan ran
to mest young Maxwell, but Johnny Bapter
was befors them.

“"Howdy, Marse Jos!" oried Johnny Bavter
joyously.

“Whnr, howdr, Johnny Bapter? Then as
the children came up, Maxwaell ahut both ayes
tight, and sald: “"Walt! Johnny Bapter, I'll
bet you s twist of tobacoo that the young man
over thers |s Bustar John and that this beau-
titul young lady nver here Is Bwestest Susan.”
While he was speaking Johnuy Bapter pushed
the ohildren around deftly so that they ex-
changed positions.

Then: "I'll take de bet!" exclalmed Johony
Bapter.

“You've lost.” aald young Maxwell; “look at
my hand.” It was opem; the forefimger waa
pointing at Buster John amd the little Onger
at Bwentest Susan,

This sort of an Introduction charmed the
ehildren, who were shy, andiput them at their
ease at onoe.

“Here's your tobaeco, Johnay Bapter. Now
don't fead my horse till I come out to-nleht,
and do put bim in & dry place where the wind
oan't strike hiwm, and, if you have time,wash
hislegs. The ronds areawful. Hane my sad-
dle and blanket on the side femoe yonder, I'll
g0 in and tell them howdy, and then I'll come
out and lookiafter them "

He weont In the house with eaoh of tha ohlil-
dren holdiog him by a hand. He seemed to
bea child with them. He shook hands with
the host and with the other muests, and ex-
cased himself on the plea that he wanted to
have ia frolls ,with the shlldren., He was 17,
but had none of the charaotariatica of that
sge, e was even more juvenlle im his ac-
tions than Bweetest Busan. He made the
ehildren eall him Joe, and askel them where
there waa a sheltar_where he could put his
saddls to keap It ont of the dew.

“Maks Johnny Banter hang it up with the
rest In the carriage house," suwgested Buster

John,

“No,” sald young Maxwe!l. “This Is a pa.
callnr maddle. It has a dog tied to It by an In-
visible wiring' ®Sure encueh! When thay
renched the side fence. thers was Hodo Iyin
directly under the saddie and blanket, whiol
Johonny Hapter had placed on tha fence, “You
onn ses the dox aod saddle,” remarked Max-
well, “put you can't ses the string."

Buster John suggested the old carpenter
shop, which was n long shed rcom, the en.
tracon to which had no door. Thore was a
vile of shaviogs in the shop, and Jos Maxwelil
sald It was the very plage of all others. Bo he
pinced his saddle on the workbench, kirked
the shiavings together and told Hodo he could
go to bed, and wvull the cover over his head
when he got ready,

“Will he stay?” Huster John asked,

The other douw were u'l fustened up In the

}‘!Mklmllh shop to keep them from golng
e,
) Young Maxwell Inughad, “He'll atay thare

till 1 come after the soddie, unless I eall him
out.™

He wes Iﬁr returning to the housa, but just
then the cfilldren saw thair grandinther nnd
hin other guests comlog In their directinn,

“"Moxwell,” sa Mr. Collingsworth, “|'ra
henrd o hieap of loose talk about this wonder-
ful doge of yours. [ lay you I have two onn out-
foot him: Denonls hiks another, and Kiloatriok
another. Where'va you hid him? | den't
mind dark horses io polities; but 1 don't like
dark dogs in fox ohipses, *

“Then you'll not like Hodo,"” remarked Jos
Maxwell, “for he's very dark. almost bluck,
Come, Hodo,"

The hoand ipstantly onme from the shad,
nad stood looking at his master, his head
turned expectuntly to one alde. This ges-
ture, as you may call |f, was somewhat coml-
oni, but it was Impressive, too. Hola was
Inrge for a houmd, but very compactly buil’,
His breast bone and foreshoulders weres very
prominent, his chest was deep and full, his
hams wers aimost abmarmally developed, nnd
hin tail ran to a kean point. His color wis
kloasy black except for A dash of brown and
wlite on his Lrenst uid logs and a white strip
betweean his oyes. Hin enrs were shorter
than those of the averanae vointer, Hisshope
and bolld were on the order of a finely Lred
bull terrier, only on a very much larger scnle.

“You vall that s hound?"” remarked Mr, Col-
Iin nwnﬂg jokingly,

VIt the Birdsong dogs are hounds,” respond-
od Jos Maxwell,

"Ho'snprotty dog,” sald™r. Kllvatrick, “but
he'll have wmome wurm work cut out for him
in_the mornlug.”

Thirine this brief conversation Buster J hn
hod npuronched olose to Hodo, aud now |nld
his nand on the dog ocaressinziv. Holo
Moehed us If e had boen stune, and snnried
saviaEely, but Instinot or curiosity caumed him
to nose tho youpngster, and then he whined und
wnuged hin tall joyously as If he had found an
old friend,

“Wall, well!" exsalmed Maxwaell: “this ia
the lirat time 1 have aver known him to make
friends with » stranger. ® has two lauits, o
hm" temper and & hqul hopd."

Hodo fawned on Buster John and whinsd
wiatfully, Unce he ourved his tall in peculine
fashion, and rap around, asd hither and yon-
der, as If he were keen for a frolle,  Maxwell
wits 50 astonished st thess monifestutions
that he eould do pothing but laukh, Hodlo's
nutics, however, had nttpanted attention In
muuther quarter. A brindle eur helouging to
one of the negroes took offence at the ylayful
spirlt o the strange o, and came rushing
toward him, barking ferociously. The our
wis as lnrge ns Hodo and auite as formidible
iiking. The hound heard the ehallenge nnd
rushed to wecopt it und the two dogs came
together some dlstances from the spectntors
There was n flerce wrangle for the aavantage,
and then those who were watclilog the eon-
tant shiw Hodo rlnl the our about by the
neck and shaking him furiously, When Hodo
fHoally gave him his liberty, the our ran to-
ward the nagro quarters

“l told you he wasn't & hound ! exclaimed
Mr Collingsworth. “If he I8, ha's not a com-
mon hound."

‘T ngree with you there," sald Jos Maxwell,
qu*uhhm.

Heturning from his encounter, Hoao went
to Buster John 13 ru hin hend ngnlnst
the youngster, and followed him about. This,
of course, was very pleasing to Joe Maxwall;
for ordinarily Hodo was very viclous with
ltr‘#nson. and eapenially with ahildren,

hen supper, which was & very substantial

ohn and the two went to jho lot.
gn the way thero they were jolned by Johnny

apLar.
ma where my horse Is. Johnny Bap-
d Joe Maxwall,
“T right yonder, suh, In de best atall dey
in, Hins Iafn nll eloan,”

“Well, then, Johnny Bapter, T want Aftesn
enrs of corn, not the blgkest, with sound ends,
nnd two bundies of fodder, Put the corn in
the trough, untis the Liundles of fodder out-
alde, npd whip ne mueh of the dust out of it as
you enn,  And then plave a bustket of water
In_ one end of the trough.'”

This was nll very quickly and deftly done,
for Jos Maxwell's tobasco, as Johnny Bapter
deacribod it, “tasted like mo.,” .and lﬂ‘ wAY
to get more was (o [ook Aftar that aorrel horse.
"1 hove you nre goeing nlong with ua in the
mornlng.' snld Jos Maxwell to Huster John
s they were returulng to the houns,

Oh, 1 wiah 1 could,” thejlioy exelnimed. “1'd
glvo anything to go, but mamimuy says I'm too
young,  Bhoa ufrald something will happen
o me

Young Maxweil lnughed.
hunting bofors | was an old as you, Mr. Den-
nis took me behind him twios, becauss I
-mmitu_r! I woutdn't hun® rabbits with his fox
wonnda,

"“I'leans tall mamma that!™ eried Buster

ohn.

"I eortaloly will," sald Maxwell,

And he did. As soon as thay wend in th
house he took Huster John by the hand an
want into the parlor, whare the indy was en-
tertaining hier guests with mualo and conver-
sation. She was In high gosd humor, ar
eye sparkled, nod her laughter was pleasing
to tha cnri ¢ \ N ted 1

SCome In you two boys,” she orfed merrlly
“Here's o eomfortabls ohalr by mp—ahall T
eall you Mr, Maxwell? 1 used to eall you Joe
uhgp yOu woroe younger.”

e Eversbody ealls me Joe" n!rl axwall,

I have come to ask you n favor. Will yun al-
low Buster John to go huutlng with us to-mor-
row moarning?"

'Why, who ever heard of such & thine?"

“Mr. Dennla, thers, haa heard of It—twlcs.™

The ludy looked at Mr, Dennis, who gave ha
nl!illn:l:atlm nod. “How would he go?” she
aske

“On my horse, bahind me.”
“What do voun think of it, father?”
J;‘.‘:“" I think he will bs perfectly safe with

“Let him go. by all menms.” sald Mr, Den-
3:- ?r:g?.hntlnlfr. “It will help to maxe a man

“But two on & horse In & fox elil.aol Why,
it's ridleuloun!” esxelnimed the lady, “The
horse would break down In half an honr.”

“"How much does Buster John welgh?" Joe
UMaxwell naked.

SFity-Nve,' snld Buster John ?‘ruud!r.

“Then the horse wonld oarry a uunmﬁ and
forty vounds. Mr. Denous welghe nt o’ft
thirty pounds more than that, and he's the
smullest man in the party "

Thers was nothing for the mother to do ME

“Bhow
ter,” sal

“Why. 1 went fox

to give her vonaent, though she gave It wit
many miegivines, an mot u;n will, and wit
many ndmonitions to Joo Maxwell to uk:
care of the boy, which he faithfully promlse

to do,
To mnke aurs that ha would mot laft be-
hind Bustar John begged to bo allowed to slesp

In the room with Maxwall. This polnt was eas-
Ily carrled, und the youngster went off to hed
“rlumphnntly, an hour eariler than usual.
He was wslesn when the hounde were fed on
warin corn bread, especially preparsd for
them, and he was {ar In the land of Ame
when, n little later, Joa Maxwell oarrie tdo
hils wupper. which Jemlmy, bribed with to-
tinoco for har vipe, had “saved out” for him,
It mas mot large in amount, but carsfully se-
Incted, and no doubit Hodo enjoyed it, for he
made no eomplaint about it

Buster Joha, as has beon sald, went to bed
hnnw&nml triumnhant, and It seemed to him
that he had bean in bea but s few moments
whoo he felt Joe Maxwell slinking and rolling
nim about in bed, and heard hilm eryloe out:

“Whare's thig famous fox huntsr who was
to mo nlong and take care of me this morning?

hie horses are all ready. breakiast {s ready,
ro Jemimy snys. and everybody In ready ex-
ocept the Great North Amerioan Fox Hunter,
known far_and wide as Huster John? What
can be the matter with him?®"

In this way Buster John was aroused to the
realities, nod he remembared with a thrill of
delight that this was to be the day of days, so
i1 _ne he was concernad. (la leaped from the
bed nnd was drossed (o a JifTy.

“Don't wake the house, my son.” sald Jos
Maxwell molemnly. “"There's your overnoat
your mother sent up last night: the alr Is
ehilly this morning. There was a cold raln
during the night.”

. “But vou have no oversosd,” remarked Bus-
®

r John,

“Oh, I'm tough.” replled Joa Maxwell,"I've

been out to loo , after my horse and dog. They

are both prime jand the wenther ll‘fsrlmm It

the fox we are :nlng after In a frlend of yours,
ou mny as well bid him good-by this morn-

B,

“"He's vary cunnine,” explained Buster
John, A ‘rraal many dogs have chased him.
He ls'called Hear-Face,”

“'I've heard of nlm many a time.” replled
Joe Maxwell. "That's tha reason I'm here
to-dny. If ne's in the neighborh this
mam.tr:m."nnd you get o good chance, tell him

™ A

"1 tnfnl: he knows all about tnis hunte,"
Buster John ventured to ur.

“Uh, does hat  Well, It will be a mighty good
thing for him Il he has moved his quarters;
hut we'll bast around and about, und see |f he

won't give us a dare,
“I know where he ussd to stay.” sald Bus-

ter John, He didn't know whethier ha was
dolne right or wrong. “Aaron showed me."
“Aaron? Well, Asron knows all sbout (¢,

and he kaows a wood deal more thun that,
Some of these daye I'm going to write a book
ubout Aarou "

“Hure enough?” erled Buster John, *'I oa
tell you lots of things to put fo it. 1 ean u?l

ou things that pobody would belleve If they
mdn't seen ‘em.*

“Well, 'l tell you what we'll do,” sald Jos
Maxwell, “we'll make s bargain, You shall
:‘ntl tha fox to-day If you'll tell me nll about

uron "t

Huster John agreed and the two shook
hands ovar the contract in the most seolemn
fashion. lo a few moments they were enting
breakfast, which was n very good one for that
vurt of the countey. sven If the coffes was modo
of parched rye and sweetensd with honey,
Bhortlvafterward the huuters wore ready to
ride twthe fliald. 1t wns still dark, but dawn
wis beginning to show Lteelf, and by the time
the fAnal start wos made—the children's grand-
father having to give kome directions to Anron
~dawn wus fuirly neon them and the chirkens
ware Muttering from thelr rousts to the ground
and walking dublously about lin the half lght,

Now, old senr:Face, confldent af Lis powers,
hud done o very foolish thing. During the
night, nnd while the ruin was still falline, he
nad veutured tu reconnoitre the Abercrombie
place, He enmp out of the sedge deld through
the biars, crossed the road und went sneakin
w5 far o8 the glnhours. Here he .ta'p il an
listened. The nlaeht war still, but his gqulck
enrs heard nofses that would have been lmpor-
coptible to human ears—the playful smyueak of
nrat somewhere in the ginhouse, a 1ald mouse
skipping throush the wead? the fluttering of
witigs of somwe nlght bird. He heard the bark-
{ug of dogs, too, but not n sirangs voive among
them. lle herrd the Splvey cuteh’dog, with his

rru!‘r nnd thrnntonlnr bark. Far awsy he
ieatd a hound howllng  mournfully, The
hound  was evidently tied, ("loss ut hand

barked the eour that had challeanged Hodo: he
had not vet recoversd bis ood humor,

Hut not o strasge volee came to his ears,
This wns ensily uccounted for, The hounds
that were to pursue hilm had baen cominrtably
Ted and wors now fast alseep, while Hodo was
curled up o shavings dreaming that he had
his mouth rlrht o1 l‘laulug fox but jeouldn't
selze him, He whinsd and moved his limba
an he drenmed, nnd & prowling cat that had
innseid to jnvestizate the nolso inlthe shavings
flitted away. All the sounda that came to old
Henr-Fnee's enre were lamiliar: so trom the
Kiuhouse he sneaked to the barm, as noiselessly
s ghost, pausiog on the wey to listen, Henr-
Ing nothing, he weut Turther uniil he was
under the eaves f the barn, In one end of
which the horses of the , huntamen wars
stabled. Here he stopped and llstened for
somo thime, What coulld the sllence mean?
Pseningfrom the sedeetlald durine the afters
soon he had aeen more than ons horse and
rider pnan nlouk the rund and several whifts of
strange dogs onme to his sensitive nose, He
concluded that these mon and dogs meant nn-
other clinse after Lim: but he was oot osrtain
and so eame forth i che dark to luvestigate.

Uanually when . houndsgare taken away {rom
home and fustennd up out of sight of |'.l|.|.r mAs-
ters soms of the younger ones will get Sonsly
and begln to bark and howl,  (ld Sear-Face
knew this well, bhut he didn't know that sea-
soned dogs rorely ever make such a demon.
tration unless they are hungry. Conseguently
when he heard no boarking and] howling, ha
was almost copvinesd that, witer A uleht's
tornv, he eonld return to the sedga fNeld and
sieen undisturbed the next dav, St there
was i doubt, umd to ease hils fears he declded
to test the mattar more fully.

O a fenes near him o hen and half a dozen
wullets  were peacefully roosting, He orept
ub directly undar the hen, gathered his st rong
loks under him. leaped upward, and the next
maomaent was cnotering through the dry weeds,
drageing the -l-umilln#l hen by the wing. Hure.
Iy the ruoket wis sufflelent to alarm the plan-
tation. At the barn he dropped the hen
vinesd n forefoot tirmily upon her, and hald his
hend high to listen. Thers was oartainly a
Ioud resvonss to the hen's alarm. The gesss
In the spring 1ot made n tromendous outery,
seeouded by the caineas, Lut the only Jdog
thnt barked was tho cur that made & mistake
by attacking Hodo,

This eortainly seemed to be a fnir tast, and
O} Sonr-Fuce was satisfled. He oruslied the
vonr hen's neek in his eruel jnws and put an
end to herapioal for helo.  He was not very
hungry. but hoe carried the hen homae, Drom s
Ing himaslf o hearty breakfnst in the morn-
ing.  He nte n good ration, howevar, nnd then
ourled himeealt snugly toget hior until he looked
like n bl ball of yellow fur,

ITe wns awake sarly the naxt morning, hnt
hafore Lis wos hall through his breakfnat the
Iehit of day was beginnlng (o ereon under the
briers, whau he heard a loog, mournful wail
At the Abercrombin place, followad Ly an-.
other, How often he had henrd this wall, It
wus the cry of foxhounds, He staved pot to
hisar It repested. but skiopad wut Into the
gray dawn, like the shadow of lear stealing
away lroms the llghty

1
WINTER IN THE ANTARCTIC.

DESCRIBED BY THE ONLY EXPLORER
WEHO ITAS BRAD A TASTE OF IT.

The Aelgica's Year in the Paok Ice—Drifts
Img SO0 Miles 1o the West—Cold Binsts
from the HNouth nand Warmer North
Windes-Pengulns and Senls in the Water,

The Noral Balglan Geographical Boclsty res
colved on Aprll 27 & revort from Lisut, de
Gerlache, commandoer of the Belgloa expedie
tion, on the year and two menths apent in
Antarotle waters. Tne Bus has alreadry printed
many factsabout the experiences of tho nxpa«
ditlon, but no sufMelent data conoornine the
nclentific work of the Balglon have been at hand
hitherto to make It possible to proparo & sime
mary of the results of this journey, which sx-
tended some distance Into the unknown
Antarctio aren, The followlng faots deduced
and some of them computed from the Lioutens=
ant's report relate entirely to the exploratory
work and the hitharto untried Antaretio winter,

Btarting on Jan, 14, 1804, from Staten Il
and, at the southenst end of Terra del Fuego,
saven soundinge were mada as the Bolglom
orosssd the 600 milem of waters toths South
Bhetland Islands and the greatest depth ate
tainod was 13,281 feet, The comparative ahal«
lowness of thess watara had pravioualy been
ascertained. A wide submarine plateau oon-
necta tho nouthern end of the Amerioan main=
land with the lalanda viaitad by the Delglos.

On Jan, 21, s week after loaving South Amars
fon, the Balgica sntorad Branfleld Btrajt, whioh
separatea the Houth Bhetiand Telands from the
Iargor Innd massen known es Trinity, Palmer
and Graham Lands to the south, and stoamed
weat through the Stralt to Low Ialand. Tt was
while crossing southeast from Low Island te
Hughes' Gulf, Palmer Land, that Da Gerinche
saw what he raporta as a possible dlacoverr of
Iand, He says he found & narrow atralt sepas
ratlog the “terres de I'Est” (Trinity Land)
from an important archipolago, whioh he pro-
vislonally named the Paltmer Arohipelage. In
view of the vialte to thess reglons of Delling-
schausen, Biscoe d'Urville, Dallman and a
number of British and American whalars, it s
strange I the Bolgloa has brought to lightnew
Iand north of and near to the large land mass,

In the three following weeks, Jun. 45 to Fab,
12, about twentr landings were mads on the
{alands of Palmer Archipelago and the const
on the msouth slde of the narrow stralt, and
these weeks wers very fraltful In colleotions,
The zodlogliat, Mr, Racovitea, dlssovered spools
mens of anew kind of podurelie and a spocios
of dipterous or two-wihged |nsect, besides
many specimens ol minute orguuisma, all rep-
repontatives of a terrestrial Antarotie faunm

ftharto unknown, He also colleoted mau?.
lehens and grasses and mnade notes on the
Emu uins, cormorants, and mrnr other
inda of birds that wore Iﬂel’hln Arge nume
bers. Mr. Locolnte determined the geographioal
nnlllc-ngrmnumhtrctmlnu. fout. Dauco de-
ormined the magnetio elsments wherever h
was able to I.l: hig Inatrumenta. Dr. Cook o
Drooklyn took many f:lmmwanhoor tha pin-
turesque ocoasts, and Lledt. de Gerlgcha
speaks in high terma of the valus of this work
which is a fine and falthful repressntation of
the napacts of a part of this coastline,the long=
eat yalL known In the Bouth Polur reglons ex-
cept in Yietoria Land., Mr. Arctowskl collected

specimens (llustruting the geology.
On Fah. 12 the Halgloa mud1 OF WAY wosts
warid Into the ocean and turned south, onvy

fog prevallbd until the 16th and prevented ob-
serviations that might otherwise have besn
ulgunﬁ' the most Interesting of the journey,
The Hiscos Islands, sptending for some slxty
miles nouthwesterly, wera not visible, and o
course nothing was seen off the wesat const ol
Land, not yet out{ined on the mnps,
nown to be bordersd by mouns
o 1fith was bright and sunny, and
Alexander I Lund was visible at u distanes, bus
8 wids ice fleld prevented Ita!hll.l“ll tait, The
fog thun prevented the eaxpodition from solving
two interesting questions—the determinntion
of the west coust [ine of Graham Land and tha
problom whether Alexander 1. Land {s lanlated
or |s a part of Graham Land. The groat de-
flre, however, waa to enter the unknown arom
to the south, and so the Belgion turned to the
southweast, .klrsod tho edge of the Uos ion and
on Feb, 24, in HO* west longitude, ntialned 70°
200 south Iatitude.  Bhe had passed into the
unexplored area which, brtweaﬁ the Hith and
1ttith meridians,west, is bounded an the north,
for the most part, by the tth to the T0th pars
allel. A gnle from the northenst had muda
wid hﬁneluu n the floe [oe, and the Belgion
shed in, making hgr way without difficulty
to T1° 44 south and 85 10 west, Un March .3
the vessel could not galn anothor foot south,
and so shio was put about, and for n weok mada
seven to alght miles a day to the north in very
compact ice.
0&1 Murch 10 she was frozen in solid, the lee
fleld probubly extending sixty to saventy nyles
orth of her, Freparntious wero at opes inode
or tlxs first winter spent by humuan belngs in
the Antarctle reglons. Snow woas h«nge up
around the vessel to the helght of the bridge,
and the hrides was roofed over, Bteam waa
kept up till March 20, In view of n {Jﬂ“":l.
chante to bﬁmk out, which «id not come,
Frozew In on Mareh 10, 18, the party apsnt &
enr ln the fov, ws it took il the summer fol-
owlng the winter season to break out of the
lee prison, from which they nally escaped on
Mareh 14, 18, During this Bng, helpless
drift in the Antarctic sen tho little party was
JU0 Lo 1,200 miles from the nesrest human
sings, on the south shiores of 'vern de) Fuego,
It was found that the severity of the woeather
dependnd upon the direetion of the wind, In
the second hulf of Marcl, 1HUN, for lustanes,
thero wera strong south winds and low tems
peratures,  Bouth winda bring cold, olear
weathar, North winds, coming from the opan
senonly n few woore mis wway, bring ecloudy
weather and frequent fogs, with temperatures
rising to zero or even to tha thawlng point,
Thie drift of the vast joe flsld was nlso found to
s directly & function of the wind, Through-
out the year, the fon, with the Imprlsoned vens
sal, was inslow motion, Fora wide belt south of
Bouth Amerlea there ia & general ot of windae
and watera to the enst, but soath of the TUth
parallsl, where the Belglen wan in the {ce, the
prevalllng diroction was towsrd the woest, nm;

wrtivularly during the summer Dth o
LH(H-I--MI. hes emorged from the fea at 100°

., Or nbout 480 miles west n{" the point whore
she wna caught In the pack. Bhe hoad slso
been drifting north or south all these monthe
within \-erg nereow limits, the most southern
pti nt reached being 71° 40 .

twis luvarinbly remuarcked that the delft te
tha south, under the propulsion of the north
winds, was ss rupld ns the drift to the north
when southern winds wors blowing., This faot,
together with the nbysmal soundings sttained,
convinead Die  Gerlachs that If thers Is an
Antaretlo continent he was very far from Its
northern edgo on the HBouth Amerlean wide of
tha polur nres.  He does not think that he was
LeAT ALY lurﬂn land mass to the south,

The sun disappeared on May 17 an m‘g’t
ngain slxty-Nve dave later, on July 2. 14
courde, the winter nlght In n Intitude averag-
fng only about 4* withiu the Antarctio efrole
wounld not ol Io:ur durntion, The los was
ovar alx feet thick. 1 :rh gales waro [requent,
nnd heavy snow falls, that rendersd work out=
wide the ship Imposalble. The sspect of the

ack [re was constantly changing. It felt the
nflurnoe of the oconn awell ns well an of the
winds. Generally vary oompaot, thers wera
somatimes widle gaps In tholrp orlong channels
or narrow !'1[:15 of water. Thon the u|mniu§l
would ¢lone by freseing or pressure, and In the
Inttor cnse ridges of Hhummooky jee would mark
the line of contact, In the openings of the ice
somo senls and penguins appesred, partlons
lnrly during the luat montha of the winter, an

they proved a desirable wddition to the Uil o

re, Tha volur night was marked by more
or leas impalrment of heart aotlon among the
men, and Lieut. Dauco suceumbed to the
maludy.

Duriog the wintar a serles of {mportang
g:btmirnlnglnnl abaarvations wers ohitalned,
ut the detalls are not glven In this report,
Fine caolleotions. wers also made of specimens
of pelagio and decp sea fauns and sediments
The party had very hard work getting  out of
the fce last summoer, and nvnr{thlna liwikod
lIko A second winter o the paok when, under
the Influenoce Inrgely of the swell, wida leads
finally opanad to the north and much of the
piack wna broken to frngments, though to tha
south It still appearsd o he lmpanstrahble,
The Belgloa arrived at Punta Arenos, in Mas
eollan Stralta, fourtecn Jdays ufter sho emerged
from the ice,

EELS IN CAFPTIVIITY,

They Keep Thelr Appetite and Grow Fab
and Appear to Get Along Yery Well,

Eeln appear to be pretty hardy In captivity,
Thersnre in atank at the Aqunrium n nums-
her of ecls that have thrived and grown fab
there, although they must thers content thome
nelves with n gravel bottom lnstend of onn of
mud, which they would soek in naturs. The
eol In enptivity Is rather suscentible to fungus,
but the discnse responds roadily to treatment,
and the eal ¥ v e MT tite, All tha
il i thin t inorensed matevinlly in

The wel thnt hes |)I'I'Ii
t tima carme from ol

Livs now lissan in the
i of the anla was
L w hinll ngo right in
nthevalventnpump,
The wel wus
It han nhout

tank about thres yoa
caught nbout a yenr nt

whith hund Lo 1okl U,
ot ont substanting, miniired
ﬁlll’lllll'll in welght sinee 1hen

The esla arn fed on choppesd-un oloms, with
pecheionally sote tbve Killes, which they are
aasily able to eanteh and which they Hke Rillies,
i faet, maks & good Lt o fishing for eels,
with the Killte hooked throngh the hack in such
a way an not to kil it or deprive b of whe
power of motion,




